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Naysayers
Were Wrong

For rtars. COARC - the Greater
Omaba' Association for Rerarded Citi-
ze6 - worked to suppon Omah.r's
u!=rta\' handicapped comrnuaii-v.

Bur 6ver the y'ean. the profam's
nac became hunful to the verv peo-
ple ir was supposed to help. The word
lrerarded- tri i xen used ieainst them
too maay tirnes
' So tb group took a new name - the

Grearcr drlaha Association for Pmple
wirb Meotal Retardadon and Other
Dctclopmental Disabilities.

No$dv [ked the oame. It was too
bog. h riasn't a meanins,ful aconym
(GoAP!V!RODD?). Atrd rhe h$rrtut
ikrdvas still buried in there. ' . ,

This year. memben of the proEam
formcrti knowo as GOARC A&iaEu ro
srart oier. And they .did 5e6sthing
verrr unusual for a support ageocy. .

@ thrcw out long important-
sixm.ling words such as depanment,
e'vanois and alliance. AnO Uey
didnl nane it after a bie douor.
i' Instca4lthev decided'o name tbeir
ir-roerirn after 6ne of ia most dcdicated
ind-srnessfu l  members. ' ' : '  rb  :  

" ' '
.' Froo herc on ouL the organization
*itt Uc caUeA the Ollie Webb tenter.

Who is Ollie Webb?
That's just what people at the Ollie

Webb Centerwant vou to ask.
Otlie Webb is ;rn Oruha woman

who-shows howsuccessful and happv a
mennllY handicapped Person cao be
with deiermination and the help of a

suPpon srouP.
Ollie. her parents

and her 12 brothers
and sisters left Ok-
lahoma when she
cns a liltle sirl
Tbeycame to I'ie-
braika to . work
sugar beets. .A
cniianoob t'illoeis''
bad left ollis now.'
70. with some brain

, 'il-w.uu - danaga but she
'; . . 1 -l--; *as. ilwaYs w.ofk- .

" ini takinL care of bcr little bro0ers
an?sisters] t

: ., When she was 19. her life chanPed
f . itrasticilii.'somconc from'the s6e
': 

rlefare omce'carie and.bak Olli€lb
': ldetarchomei4neitrioi.:- .': :

:'Sbe waSnt sirn',rfty 
'rbe. 

had t91go
: rnere, and she bated il.'lUler seven'
' .iyears,:she left and weot tio work in.
' 'sunine 

and private hombi 
', i . - 

'
' ' sorietimd. she worked for roori aud
board- Sometimeq she made about $5 a
month
I 'l took care of old pople." she sai4

' .inieht and day. fed them and took care
bf frem. cooted for them.'

On Her Own
When Ollie was in her 40s. she

moved into an epanment. She was
workrng et the Field Club- her tavontc
iob vet.-making sandrviches und salads.' *fhen I made the mistake of gettlng

married.- she said. She and her hus-
band saved their monev and had .r
small house built nerr the Crossroads.
Nine verrs later. thev divorced. 'Now.

I'm hippv like a little bee.'she savs.
Stre iook in boarden. other mentallv

handicepped people. and she helped
take care of them.

'People sav I can't be alone. I can't
take cire of myself. but ... I showed
them. ! took care of tbree people and
tr.rselJ.-

She loved working Ooce. when one
of the cook tried to move her out of
her iob. she fought to keeP tt.

F{e said she c-ouldn't wbrk there anv-
more bccause she couldn't read.

'lt makes no differenct whether vou
can read.' she told him. 'You caa
make salads and sandrviches.-

'WelL' she sai4 'be went bYe'bYe
and I sraved'

She wr5rked there for 17 vean until a
neart- atucf forced her rri rcrire- The
beople at the Field Club alwaYs suP
boried her. she said Once- when she
ivanted to travel ro England to speak
about her life at a confeience. the golf-
en chipped in to pay for ber airfare.

;.. Ollii'got used- to taking to people
about herself.
: "l can't read- she said 'All that
ituff is in mv head lt comes out when I

iet in tronr irf a big group of pcople'' .
; She talks to people without Bental
tisrUnitio ro [ctP them understand
how to treat peoPtilike ber.

.= 'Doo't pui tfem in an bstitution"'
she tells t[eo- 'Take them home asd
love them. and you'll see a nice little
eal ctmeout."' 

Aod she talks to PeoPle wbo fave
disabilities to encourase |bem to KeeP
rvorking for a bener life'

'Lisien to what people say.'sherells
'thern 'Go down tf,e road' and don't go
back"
- And don't listen o the mean words'
&e bad nanes.

'PeoPle Put the names on us,' sbe
says. "l rellihern'I got a name.''

It's Ollie Webb.
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